florm of Hail about the Coaft-Towns of Suffolk,^ tracing along 
Seck^ford'Hall, PVooclbridge^ Snape bridge^ Aldborough, Sec, more to 
the North-ward. The Hail was fmall near Tarmouth; but at 
SeckJord^Hall^ ope Hail-ftone was found by meafuretobe 9. 
Inches about. One of this Town {v/^. Wood bridge^ found one at 
Melton.^ %. Inches about. At Snape^bridge a man affirm'd ^ that he 
lighted on one about 12. Inches zboxxt. A Lady of Frfjlon^Hall, 
putting one of them into a Ballance, found it weigh i%s, 6 d. 
Several perfons of good credit in Aldborotig}) affirm'd, fome Hail- 
ftones to have been full as bigg as Turkeys-Eggs > ( an ordinary 
Hens-Egg weighs but about 9 i.) jf, Baker oi Rumborough^dvU 
ving a Cart on the Heath by Aldborough^ had his head broken by 
the knocks of them through a ftiff Country-felt : In fome places 
his heard bled; in others , bunnyes arofe: The HoriRs were fo 
pelted 5 that they hurried away his Cart beyond all command. 
They feem'd aIIn?/6//<?,fmooth wirhdut^fliining within. 'Tis fome- 
what ftrange^ methinks, that their pillar of Air lliould keep thera 
aloft, if they were not clapt together in the falling ; efpecially at 
fuch a timcrof the year, when the Air is lefs thickned and its 
Spririg'weaker. 

Account of a gr tat numher of Stones^ found in one Bladder^ hy 
the fame. 

Islv.Coodrick^ Chirurgeon of Bury St. Edmunds affirm'd tomCj 
that himfelf Cutting a Lad of the Stone(for which he hath a great 
Dame) took out thence^ xt one timCj 96 fraall Stones, all of thera 
of unlike iliape, Size, Corners^Sides ; fomeof which were fobe- 
ftow'd as to flidc upon others., and had thereby worn their flats 
to a wonderfull fliknefi'. He affur'd me alfo.that in the fame place, 
another, when dead, had a Stone taken from him, almoft as big 
as a new-born Childs head, and much of that Shape. 

The Defcripion of a Well^ and Earth mLznchiOnre^ taking 

Fire by a Candle.approached to it. 

This Tpas imparted by that Ingenious a?ui Worthy, uentleman, Tho* 
mas Shirley jE/j; an Eye-mtnefs of the things now to be related in his 
omn words > viz. 

About the later end of February 16^9^ returning from a Jour- 
ney to my houfe in Wigan, I was entertained with the relation of 
an odd Spring, fcitu^ied in one Mr, Hawklefs Ground (if I mi- 
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ftake notj about a mile from the Town, ia that Road which leads 
to Warrington and Chejier. 

The people pf this Town did confidently affirm, that the Wa- 
ter of this Spring did burn like Oyle ; into which Error they fuf- 
fercd themfelves to fall for want of a due examination of the 
following particulars. 

For wlien we came to the faid Spring(being five or fix in com* 
pany together)and applyed a lighted Candle to the furface of the 
Water; 'tis true^ there was fuddenly a large flame produced-, 
which burnt vigoroufly; at the fight of which they all began to 
laugh at me for detiytng, what they had poficively aflerted : But 
I, who did not think my fclf confuted by a laughter grounded 
upon inadvertency,began to examine what I faw 5 and obferving, 
that this Spring had its eruption at the foot of a Tree^growing on 
the top of a neighbouring Bank, the Water of which Spring fill'd 
a Ditch that was there, and covered the burning place lately men- 
tioned ; 1 then applyed the lighted Candle to- divers parts of the 
Water, contained in the faid Ditch, and found as I expeded^ that 
upon the touch of the Candle and the Water, the Flame was ex. 
tinft. 

A gain, having taken up a diflifull of Water at the flaming place, 
and held the lighted Candle to it, it went out* Yet I obferved 
that the Water at the burning place did boyle, and heave like 
Water in a Pot upon the Fire, though my hand put into it percei- 
ved it notfb much as warm. 

Ihisboyh'ng I conceived to proceed from the Eruption of 
fome bituminous or fulphureous Fumes 5 confidcring, this place 
was not above 30 or 40 yards diftant from the mouth of ^a Coal- 
pit tlicre. And indeed ^r/^^^^i.yf/W/^ and the whole Country for 
many miles compafs, is underlaid with Coal. Then applying my 
hand to the furface of the Burning place of the Water, 1 found a 
llrong breath^as it were a Wind, to bear againft my hand. 

Then I caiifed a Dam to be made, and thereby hindering the 
rccourfe of frelh water to the Burning place ^ loaufed that, which 
was already there, to be drained away i and then applying the 
burning Candle to the furface of the dry Earth at the fame point, 
where the Water burned before 5 the Fumes took fire.and burn'd 
very bright and vigorous. The Cone of the Flame afcended a 
foot and a half from the Superficies of the E^th. The Bafis of it 
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was of the Coitipafs of a Mans hat about the brims, I then caufcd 
a Bucket«fuil of Water to be poured on the fire, by which it was 
prefently queuched^ as well as my companions laughter was {top- 
ped, who then b^gan to think, the Water did not burn. 

I did not perceive the Flame to be difcolour'd^like that of ful- 
phureousBodieSjUor to have any manifeft/^^;;^ with it. The Fumes, 
when they broke out of the Earth, and preft againft my hand^ 
were not^ to my beft remembrance^ at all hot. 

Account of Athanafii Kircheri CHIM ILWSTRATA. 

The y^/i!/Z?^r by publifliing this Folume, difcharges the Promife, 
he had made fome years ago , that he would do io. He acknow- 
ledges himfelf much obliged to Mattinius, and his Atlas Sinicus 5 
as alfo to Mfchael Boim^ a Polonian ; Vhilippo 'Marino, a Jcfuit of C7^- 
iioa ^ and two other of the fame Socifety, vi\. Henry Roth oiAnf- 
burg^ and John Gruber ^ an Anjlrian ; whereof the latter went A. 
1656. over Land £vom Rome ^ through Jnatolm, Armenia, Perjia^ 
Ormus, Cambaja, and India, to Macao^xhc famous Port of r/;/>;^,and ' 
thence to P^>^/>i, the Court of that Empire 5 whence two years 
after, he came back to J^ome, accompanied for a part of the way^ 
by the Jefuit J!bert DorviHe, travcrfing by Land in a manner the 
whole breadth of Cbina^^nd a great part of the confining Tartary, 
nnd fo further, through the Mogoh Dominions/o y/^r^^where the 
fxiid Dorville dying, the above-mentioned Henry Roth fupplyed his 
place in accornphihing this Voyage. 

The Book it fcif, a Ia#ge i^^//^, is divided into 6^ Parts. 

^Ihc three firft^ and the laji , being bcfides the dcfign of thefe 
Trad:s,wc finall but glance ar,takina only notice ; F/V/^That they 
pretend to perfwadethe Reader, that Chrijlianity was fprcad over 
all J//a by Sc Thomas the Apoltlc, and his Succeffors ; and hath 
been there continued, though not without great Eel/fifes.^ to thefe 
very timejs. And here the Ch/no-Chaldi-ean Monr/ment , faid to have 
been eredled feveral hundred years fince in China , and found out 
A^ X(J2^. is with great labour afferted and ijiterpretcd. Next^ 
ThattheRifeof the Idolatry, in thofe remote parts, and their 
different Ceremonies in Worfliip, is confronted with thofe An- 
cient ones of Egypf. LaJIly^that a large Account is given of the 
Chinefe Letters, their Figure, Power^ 6V, 

But we haftcn to the Fom'tk Book 5 as belonging to our Sphere, 
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